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CAMBODIA

Under the administration of Hun Manet, in power since August 2023, Cambodia has continued its crackdown on civil liberties.
Human rights defenders (HRDs) frequently face judicial harassment, imprisonment, and even transnational repression. These
measures have notably targeted environmental defenders from groups like the Mother Nature Movement, trade unionists, and
defenders of student rights. Many of these individuals have been prosecuted and detained under vague charges, such as

incitement, defamation and plotting.

Between January and July 2024, the human rights organisation Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defence of Human
Rights (LICADHO) documented the cases of 76 people detained on politically motivated charges, including environmental
defenders and trade unionists. Moreover, the government and security forces are consistently monitoring and suppressing human

rights-related events and peaceful protests.

Cambodian laws, such as the 2015 Law on Associations and Non-Governmental Organisations (LANGO) and the 2016 Law on
Trade Unions (LTU), have significantly restricted civic space and the defence of labour rights. The LANGO mandates registration
of civil society organisations (CSOs) with the Ministry of the Interior and enables the government to control their activities, while
the LTU’s intrusive registration process hinders trade union activities. Despite amendments in December 2019, the LTU remains a
tool for silencing dissent. These laws have enabled the government to fabricate charges against union leaders and student

activists in order to suppress their advocacy.

One emblematic case is that of Koet Saray, President of the Khmer Student Intelligent League Association (KSILA). Convicted on
November 6, 2024, he was sentenced to four years in prison and fined two million riel (approximately 420 Euros) for “incitement
to commit a felony” and “committing a misdemeanour after sentencing for a misdemeanour” under Articles 494, 495, and 88 of
the Cambodian Criminal Code. The charges relate to his involvement in a land dispute in Preah Vihear Province, where 300
families were evicted to make way for a rubber plantation granted to Seladamex Co., Ltd. In March 2024, Koet Saray visited
displaced villagers hiding in a forest and spoke to reporters about their plight, triggering the authorities' retaliation against him.

Read all the Observatory alerts on Cambodia at: Subscribe to our mailing list

https://observatoryfordefenders.org/country/cambodia/
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https://observatoryfordefenders.org/fr/alerte/cambodia-convictions-and-prison-sentences-of-ten-members-of-mother-nature-cambodia/
https://www.licadho-cambodia.org/prisoners_of_interest/
https://www.licadho-cambodia.org/prisoners_of_interest/
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/rapport-cambodia2020_final.pdf
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/rapport-cambodia2020_final.pdf
https://observatoryfordefenders.org/alert/cambodia-koet-saray-sentenced-to-four-years-in-prison/
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/h1i6e7
https://observatoryfordefenders.org/country/cambodia/

